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TL;DR

Your cold call opener can make or break the conversation. This 
guide covers the psychology of great intros, practical tips to 
improve delivery, and 25 proven opening lines to grab 
attention, build rapport, and boost engagement.

The first few seconds of a cold call can make or break your 
chance of success. You never get a second chance to make  
a first impression! 


Finding the best cold call opening line is an art that can set  
the tone for the entire conversation. But you only have a few 
seconds to state your case — so the pressure is on.



In this blog, we dive deeper into the impact of cold call 
openers, provide tips on starting your calls effectively, and 
offer 25 powerful examples to get the conversation flowing.



Would you like to know more? (Cold call joke for you there.)

Cold calls basics: how to  
get started

When thinking about your cold call opening line, you have  
two key objectives�

�� Capturing your prospect’s attentio�

�� Getting them talking!



Having a script ready is one thing. But remember: it’s not just 
about what you say, but how you say it. 



The right opening line grabs attention, intrigues your prospect, 
and paves the way for a meaningful conversation.
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The right tone tells your prospect they can trust you and that 
you’re on their side.

The psychology behind successful 
cold call introductions

The more you can anticipate what your prospect is thinking 
when they pick up the phone, the more effectively you can 
engage with them — and see off any potential objections! 



Psychology always plays a pivotal role in sales, but it becomes 
especially important in cold call introductions where you have 
seconds to make an impression relying on verbal cues only.



Unfortunately, cold calls have a bad reputation because they’re 
associated with negative emotional reactions (prospects 
hanging up, anyone?). It’s tempting to expect prospects to be�

� Frustrated or impatient, because their workday is  
being interrupted�

� Not interested in hearing a sales pitch�

� Dismissive, because they’re inundated by bad cold calls 
day in, day out�

� Unwilling to engage with a salesperson.



In reality, it’s important to remember your prospects are 
human, and not out to attack you! People are happy 
to engage in conversations that offer real value to them.



So with that in mind, you should set up your cold call 
introductions on a more note by sending the right 
psychological cues�

� Establish credibility and rapport to earn their trust�

� Show that you’ve done your homework and that you’re 
worth their time�

� Directly address the prospect’s needs or challenges to 
bring them something relevant�

� Initiate a conversation rather than a sales pitch; you’re more 
likely to keep them on the phone if they feel involved�

� Create intrigue or offer value right at the start. This means 
you can hook them in if they’re interested or save wasting 
time if they’re not.
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Tips for starting a cold call

Practically speaking, you can optimize our cold call openers by 
doing the following�

 Before you dial, know who you’re 
calling. Understand their role, industry, and potential 
challenges they might be facing�

 Define what you want to achieve from your 
calls. Is it to schedule a meeting, introduce a product, or 
gather information�

 Your tone can convey 
confidence and friendliness, which helps in building a 
connection with the prospect�

 Use the information from your 
research to personalize your opening line. This shows that 
you’ve done your homework and can help set you apart 
from other cold callers�

 Your introduction should be 
concise and to the point. Avoid overwhelming the prospect 
with too much information too soon�

 If you have to connect to your 
prospect via a receptionist or secretary, don’t pitch to 
them! Save it for your target prospect or decision-maker�

 show some appreciation for your 
prospect giving up their time to listen to you — you can do 
this both at the beginning and end of your call.

� Research your prospect:

� Set a clear goal:

� Be confident and friendly:

� Personalize your approach:

� Keep it brief and focused:

� Don’t sell to the gatekeeper:

� Thank your prospect:

25 examples of effective cold  
call openers

Here are 25 best cold call opening lines that grab attention, 
provide value, and set the stage for a meaningful conversation.



The aim isn’t just to avoid hang-ups but to spark a dialogue that 
could lead to a successful deal!

1. Introduce yourself

“Hi [Name], it’s [Your Name] from [Your Company]. Do you have 
some time for a quick chat?”

https://www.amplemarket.com/
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2. Be direct

“Hi [Name], this is [Your Name] calling from [Your Company]. I 
know you probably receive a lot of cold calls, but I’ve been 
doing some research on [Company] and wanted to talk to you 
about [solving a problem]. Do you have a couple of minutes to 
spare for me?”

3. Ask about them

“Hey [Name]! I’m [Your Name] from [Your Company]. How’s 
your day going so far?”

4. State your intention

“Hi [Name], it’s [Your Name] from [Your Company]. Thank you 
for taking my call! I was wondering if you’re the right person to 
speak to about [solving a problem] at [Company]?”

5. Ask for their input

“Hi [Name], [Your Name] here calling from [Your Company]. 
Could I get your opinion on something?”

6. Reference an achievement

“Hi [Name], [Your Name] here from [Your Company]. I was 
actually calling because I was impressed by your recent 
[achievement or post]. Congratulations! Do you have a few 
minutes to talk to me about what’s next for [Your Company]  
in terms of [solving a problem]?”

7. Address a pain-point

“Hello [Name], this is [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I’m 
reaching out because I have some insights on [industry-
specific challenge] that might interest you.”

8. Mention your competitor*

“Hey there [Name], it’s [Your Name] from [Your Company].  
I see that you’re currently using [competitor’s product].  
I’d love to show you what sets our solution apart if you have  
a few minutes?”



*Amplemarket’s Buying Intent Signals can help!

https://www.amplemarket.com/
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9. Mention their competitor

“Hi [Name], I’m [Your Name] from [Your Company]. We’ve 
recently helped a company in [their industry] achieve [specific 
result]. Can we talk about how this might apply to you?”

10. Drop some interesting success metrics

“Hello [Name], this is [Your Name] at [Your Company]. We 
specialize in [specific service] and have helped businesses like 
yours achieve [specific result]. Can we chat about this?

11. Offer value in 30 seconds

“Hey there [Name], it’s [Your Name] from [Your Company].  
I know you’re busy, but if you give me 30 seconds, I’d love to 
tell you about how you could [achieve specific result]. How 
does that sound?”

12. Mention their LinkedIn activity

“Hi [Name], [Your Name] calling from [Your Company]. I saw 
your comment on [LinkedIn post/topic] and would love to 
explore this further with you.”

13. Congratulate them on a job change*

“Hey [Name], this is [Your Name] calling from [Your Company].  
I understand you’ve just taken over the role of [ job title] and 
wanted to congratulate you! How’s it going so far?”



*Amplemarket’s Job Change Alerts and Job Change filters can give you these insights.

14. Describe a new offering

“Hello [Name], this is [Your Name] with [Your Company]. We’ve 
actually developed a new [product/service] that is [solving a 
problem]. Interested to hear more?”

15. Ask how they’re handling a problem

“Hi [Name], I’m [Your Name] with [Your Company]. I know that 
[pain point] is a being discussed as a major issue in [industry] at 
the moment, and I was wondering how [Company] is currently 
tackling it?”

https://www.amplemarket.com/
https://www.amplemarket.com/demo
https://www.amplemarket.com/job-change-alerts


amplemarket.com Get free trial6/9

16. Mention a common interest

“Hello [Name], [Your Name] here from [Your Company]. So I 
saw on your LinkedIn that you’re a fan of [hobby/sport]. Me too! 
Did you hear about [recent relevant event]?!”

17. Reference their position

“Hey there [Name], I’m [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I 
wanted to share something awesome that [ job titles] like 
yourself are really excited about.”

18. Encourage curiosity

“Hey [Name], this is [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I think 
I’ve got something you’ll want to hear.”

19. Leverage a referral

“Hi [Name]! I’m [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I actually 
got your number from [Name] who mentioned you might be 
interested in [solving a problem].”

20. Offer value, no strings attached

“Hello [Name], this is [Your Name] with [Your Company]. This  
is technically a cold call, but rather than pitching, I wanted to 
share some data insights I thought you’d find interesting. Can  
I send them across to you?”

21. Reference their/their company’s content

“Hello [Name], this is [Your Name] from [Company]. I read your 
article about [topic] and found it really interesting. What are 
your thoughts on [solving a related problem]?”

22. Follow-up on previous calls

“Hey [Name], you and I last spoke on [date]. At the time, you 
said you couldn’t talk because [exact reason]. Mind if I take a 
minute to share why I’ve called again and then you can tell me 
if it’s worth speaking further?”

https://www.amplemarket.com/
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23. Use a mutual connection

“Hello [Name], this is [Your Name] from [Your Company]. We 
haven’t spoken before but we both know [Name]. Do you have 
a few minutes to chat?”

24. Offer help

“Hi [Name], I’m [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I saw 

that [Company] is currently [something specific] and I have  
a few ideas that might help with that. Can you spare 30 
seconds for me?”

25. Be positive

“Hey [Name], really glad I caught you! I’m [Your Name] calling 
from [Your Company]. I know you’re busy so really happy I 
could get through. Would you be willing to spare me a minute 
to talk about [topic]?”

Best practices for cold call 
openings and beyond

Once you’ve landed on your best cold call opening line, your 
job is to keep the conversation coming!



Here are some more general cold call best practices to bear  
in mind�

� Practice active listening: Once you’ve delivered your 
opening line, be ready to listen. Active listening helps you 
understand the prospect’s needs and concerns better and 
tailor the conversation as it progresses�

� Maintain a conversational tone: Avoid sounding like a 
script! Be natural and conversational. This helps in building 
rapport and makes the prospect more comfortable in 
engaging with you�

� Mind your tone and pace: Your tone of voice and the pace 
at which you speak can have a significant impact. 
Confident, friendly, and calm delivery is more likely to 
engage a prospect than a rushed or monotonous tone.

https://www.amplemarket.com/
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Strategies for keeping the 
conversation engaging

Finally, here are some tactics to keep your call engaging  
and productive�

� Use open-ended questions: Yes/no questions can  
make your conversation very one-sided. Encourage the 
prospect to talk about their needs or challenges by  
asking broader questions�

� Anticipate objections: Be prepared for common objections 
and have responses ready. This allows you to prove your 
expertise whilst keeping the conversation on track�

� Prepare to talk about competitors: As mentioned above, 
you should be ready to tackle difficult questions, especially 
if your prospect is already using or sizing up a competitor’s 
solution. Practice keeping your answers concise and to-
the-point; your prospect will pick up on your confidence 
and be intrigued to learn more�

� Follow-up appropriately: If the call goes well, make sure 
you have a clear follow-up plan. Whether it’s scheduling a 
meeting or sending additional information, ensure the next 
steps are agreed upon before ending the call.

Practice your new cold call  
opening lines with accurate phone 
number data!

You’re now equipped with everything you need to know to 
perfect your cold conversations, including choosing the best 
cold call opening lines. It’s time to pick up the phone!



With Amplemarket’s verified phone data, you can dial with 
confidence and focus on starting conversations - not looking 
for numbers. 


Book a demo today to learn more!
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FAQs on cold call opening lines

What is the best opening line for cold calling?



The best cold call opening line grabs attention and sets a 
positive tone for the conversation. 



One of the best opening lines for cold calling is: “Hi [Name], 
this is [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I know you’re busy, 
but if you give me 30 seconds, I’d love to share how we can 
help you [solve a specific problem].” This line effectively 
combines brevity with value, offering a clear benefit right  
from the start.

H3: What is a sample opening spiel 
for cold calling?

A great cold call sample opening spiel could be: 



“Hi [Name], I’m [Your Name] from [Your Company]. I came 
across your recent [achievement or industry-related event] 
and thought it would be valuable to discuss how our [product/
service] can support your [specific goal or need]. Do you have 
a few minutes to chat?” This opener effectively personalizes 
the approach by referencing recent achievements or interests, 
making it more relevant and engaging for the prospect. 
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